
 

 

 

To Our Financial Supporters:  
 

     All donors to CARES are extremely appreciated.  You make it possible for CARES to continue to 
provide services to the patients and their families during this pandemic. 
      

Special Kudos to the CARES Staff:  
  

      All of CARES Staff had to kick into high gear last year to keep CARES’ services operational.  
Their dedication and hard work went above and beyond the call of duty.  CARES Staff, forty strong, 
were led by Maritza Morales, CARES Executive Director.  Maritza, an exceptional director with 
excellent leadership skills, is totally committed to CARES. We are so lucky to have her at the helm.   
 

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank delivered thousands of pounds of food to  
the LAC+USC Medical Center! 

 

     CARES’ most recent partner, the LA Regional Food Bank, made it possible for CARES to 
distribute food directly to 15,000 patient families to date. Without this assistance, patients with long 
term illnesses and without jobs would not have been able to feed their families.  
 

The CARES Holiday Giving Program made sure that a thousand children  
enjoyed the December holidays! 

 

     To all those who contributed to the program, our sincere appreciation.  I would like to extend a 
special acknowledgement to the National Charity League of San Marino which has continued to 
support the Holiday Giving Program for the last 35 years.  On behalf of our grateful patients, we 
thank you.   
 

Our partners are the core of CARES success.   
Please accept our deepest gratitude for your support without which  

we could not succeed. 
 

     Best to you all for a new 
and improved year! 
     Vaccines are coming so 
hopefully we can return to a 
more normal time!  
            

 

           Mindy Halls, President  
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Greetings for a Happier New Year! 
On behalf of the CARES Board of Directors, I want to express our heartfelt            

appreciation to our partners who have contributed to CARES’ success in 2020!   
It was the most difficult year in CARES’ history to maintain services.   

Our partners made it possible! 

        Message from CARES’ President  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Profiles of the Patients who were helped by You, Our Donors,  
through the CARES Holiday Giving Program: 

 

A single mother with two daughters, shouldering total support of her family, was diagnosed with 
cancer and receiving chemotherapy. While meeting with her Oncology Social Worker, the patient 

revealed that she was experiencing anxiety and unable to sleep due to her inability to support her children. 
The Social Worker provided her with resources to help her with some expenses, but they were very       
limited. The family was then referred to CARES for the Holiday Giving Program.  After receiving the 
gifts, the mother said, ”No one has ever done something as special for me and my family. I am wrapping 
the toys for my daughters for Christmas.”  Gratefully, she continued “without CARES, it would have been 
impossible for me to afford toys.” 

 
A mother who recently gave birth had just left an abusive relationship and was now living in a      
domestic violence shelter and adjusting to living on her own, working through her feelings of       

depression, being a new parent and trying to stabilize her housing situation. Experiencing emotional and 
economic struggles, she was so grateful to receive many essential baby items for her newborn.  Realizing 
that people she had never met or asked help from, were there for her, gave her hope that she could make a 
fresh new start. 

 
A dad diagnosed with liver disease had been the primary source of income for his family but was no 
longer able to work.  His State Disability was exhausted in July 2020.  His adult son James was    

balancing school and employment to help provide for the family, including support for his younger siblings.    
           After the children received the presents from the Holiday Giving Program, the family called the 
     Social Worker to thank her profusely for allowing the children to have a small sense   
      of normalcy in the home despite their father’s rapidly progressing condition. 
 

                   A mother of four has been managing a chronic health condition for 12 years. 
          She requires constant medical follow-up.  Her family was significantly affected 
        financially by the pandemic. Her husband, the sole provider for the                       
        family, lost his job and was out of work for 3 months, causing a financial hardship 
        for the family.  They were not eligible for government benefits and could not       
      afford gifts for the holiday.  The family was referred to the Holiday Giving Program 
    by their Social Worker. The family was thankful and grateful:   "All my kids were so 
       happy! It’s like someone knew exactly what they liked! Thank you!"   

     

           Additional profiles of patients and their families who were helped by the CARES 
    Holiday Giving Program can be found on our website:  lacusccares.org  

         A Tribute to Social Workers:  Our Unsung Heroes! 
      

The LAC+USC Medical Center Social Workers are a team of advocates for the patients, their     
families, and the LAC+USC Medical Center.  They meet with patients who are experiencing       
moments of desperation because of emotionally overwhelming illnesses, danger of losing their jobs, 
and a reality where they are helpless to financially care for their families.  

 

Social Workers must be detectives as well as experts at establishing priorities. They first meet with a patient and/or 
the patient’s family to help them process the most devastating news of their lives and to help all those involved   
decide their best path forward.  When one person becomes medically incapacitated, the entire family is affected. 
The Social Workers have a vast library of possible resources to support the families, including CARES. Whether it 
is to help with a one-time cash request for funds to pay rent or utilities, or a referral to the CARES Holiday Giving 
Program (which includes food), CARES is who they turn to.   

 

The Social Work Department is a true partner with CARES.   



 

 

Thank You Generous Donors (4/6/20—1/15/21) for helping CARES meet 
the challenges of  the pandemic: 

 
 

In Alphabetical Order: 

Laurel Lee Anderson   
Anonymous 
Elizabeth Baca 
Douglas & Sandra Bagley 
Audrey Bahr 
Dr. Carol M. Beardmore 
Dr. Samuel Behmoiras   
Dr. Paul Beigelman  Dean Franz Bauer 
Jordan Beloosesky 
Helen Berman  *Jan & Bob Tranquada 
Cynthia Berne  *Richard Brock 

Mary E. Blair 
Michelle Bourque  Nerry Bourque 
Richard Brock, RN  Fotine O’Connor 

Mary Brow 
Karen & Ray Burkland 
Marjorie Camusi  Betty Ann Hibbard 
Linda Cantwell 
Sue & Vincent Castle  Jean Galloway 
Grace Chacon, RN 
Linda & Kenneth Chan 
Dr. & Mrs. Stebbins Chandor 
Agnes Chaney  
Theresa Chavez 
Vickie Chavez 
Marie Christine 
Charles Coffey 
Joyce Cramsie  Timothy Lathrop 

Dr. James H. Daniel 
Catherine & Frank D’Emilio  Toni  
            *Margie Dolinski         Dolinski 
Dr. & Mrs. John Donovan 
Alexa Doyle 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Epstein  Renee Epstein 
Leslie Ericson 
Emma Farmer  Fotine O’Connor 
Lance Evans & Janet Brownell  
Gloria Farmer 
Kay Fife  *Cynthia Berne & Yvonne Biller 

First City Credit Union  *Child Life 
First Presbyterian Church, Altadena 
Ronnie Fishman 
Dr. Doris Graves  *Dr. Paola Sequeira 
Richard Guizado  *Carol Salva Nidorf 

Teresa Guzman 
Meg Hamabe   Fotine O’Connor 
Ann C. Hayman 
Robin Herman, RN, & Steven Meislin 
Gabriela Hernandez Gonzalez  *Hector  
           Hernandez 

Hortencia Hernandez 
Dr. Kaaren Hoffman   
Ofelia Holguin   Betty Ann Hibbard 
Janis Holody 
Yoshi & May Honkawa 
Toby Horn  Anait Postoian’s Mother 

Gloria Howard 
Stephanie Ibarra 
Asato Iida 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph K. Indenbaum 
Dr. Robert Israel  Drs. Paul Brenner, Daniel R. 

 Mishell, Jr., Charles Ballard & Val Davajan 
Corrine Jarvis   
Ann Johnson 
Dr. Meade B. Johnson 
Mireya Jones 
Georgina Joya  Maria D. Rodrigues 
Drs. Ralph & Geraldine Jung 
Kevin Kaplowitz 
Dr. Neil Kaplowitz 
Harvey D. Kern 
Jill Koller 
Maryann Kristan        
 

Dr. Francis Y. K. Lau 
Dr. Jeffrey Lee 
Dr. Eric Leibovitch 
Dr. Charles Linden 
Mike Lopez 
Olivia Lubensky 
Sheila Ann Lynn  *Nancy Castillo 
Wendy Ma 
Richard Marciniak  Aaron Lohr 
Richard F. Martin 
Edward L. Martinez  Fotine O’Connor 
Linda Massey 
Stella Matsuda 
Dr. W. Stephen Matthews   
 

Sarah McKinney  Fotine O’Connor 
Dr. Jorge Mestman 
Dr. Nancy Miller 
Linda Millman 
Karen Miyako 
Margaret Morales 
Ruth B. Munoz 
Susie Nakao, RN   
 

Ahmed Naushad 
Network for Good 
Jody Nichols   
 

Carol Salva Nidorf 
Shirley (Shot) Nomoto 
Hon. Ronald N. Ohata *Nancy Castillo 
Barbara Oliver 
Dr. Michael Patzakis 
Teresa L. Peebles 
Ted & Marlene Pendleton 
Lois Ramer, RN, NP 
Kathryn Ramirez 
Joan Reyes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary J. Richardson  Bill Hynes 
Michael Rosen 
Roshani & J Framing   
Christine Rufolo  *CARES Staff 
Kathrine Russell 
Sandra Salazar 

Kathryn Sample  
Elizabeth Sanchez 
Karen Long Santos 
          *Shelly McKenzie & Beverly Kay Henrichs 
Katherine Sargent  
Dr. Pamela Schaff 
Beverly & Bill Schwartz 
Mark Thomas Scott 
Dr. Hervey & Mrs. Doris Segall 
Dr. Howard Silberman 
Silverman Construction Company 
Mrs. F. H. Simmons  *Cynthia Berne 
Smart & Final Charitable Foundation 
Edward H. Smith   
Sheridan Smith  
Adelina Sorkin  
Dr. Benjamin & Mrs. Robin Stafford 
Monika Stevens 
Dr. George B. Stoneman 
Dr. Cynthia Stotts 
Elayne Techentin 
Maria Elena Tomé 
Marisela Torres 
Ruth Turner 
Robert & Mae Uchida  *Joel & Nancy Castillo 

Dr. Arvid Underman  John & Anita Leedom 

Sara Valdez 
Judith Volin  *Margie Dolinski 
Dr. Park W. Wagers 
Ruberta Weaver 
The Women’s Club of So. Pasadena 
Grace Wong 
Patty B. Wong 
Elizabeth Woodard  *Helen Woodard 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Wu 
Ruth Young  *Toby Horn 
Dr. Gloria Zappaterreno 

Robyn & Bruce Steele 

Drs. Sharma, Harvey, McGrail 

Dr. Stephen Sample 

  Special Recognition 
$50,000  David & Jane Hibbard 

$10,000  Cynthia Hibbard 
 

$5,100   Drs. Alexandra & Victor Levine  
$5,000  C&R Newman Family Foundation  *Dr.  
                    Alexandra Levine 

$3,800.47  Latino Comp 
$3,000   Bonnie Borchardt 
$2,500   Toby Horn  

$2,500   Margie Dolinski  
$2,400   Doris Wong DeHart 
$2,000   Patricia C. Crafts *Allison Jones 

$2,000   Self Realization Fellowship 
$1,800   Joel & Nancy Castillo *Kathy Lohr *CARES Staff  

$1,500   Dr. Jay John & Mrs. Mary Brown 
$1,500  National Charity League  
$1,200   Tom Moore  Joanne Moore               
$1,100   Kathy Lohr, RN  *Eileen Zigman 
$1,100   Weta & Allen Mathies 
$1,000   Dr. James & Sue Femino  
$1,000   Kuniko Higaki    
$1,000   Robyn Faehnrich Palmer, RN  
$1,000   Dr. Robert & Mrs. Janet Tranquada  
$1,000   Anita L. Tsuji 
$   950   Dr. Mildred Milgrom   
 

$   800   Dr. Maria Appleman  
 

$   800  Dr. & Mrs. James Halls 
$   700   Dr. Donald & Jackie Feinstein  Drs. Tom Berne,  
               Art Donovan, Murray Heichman, John Leedom, & Phil Manning   

$   700   Norma Zagorsky   
$   650   Dr. Ahmet Baydur      

*Margie Dolinski 

   

Hanna & Gerald O. Hayman 

   Ada Brownell 

*Weta & Allen Mathies 

“Thank you to all who are now donating to 
CARES through Charitable Giving”: 

    Mason R. Matthews  
Isabel Milan, RN 
 Sixta Navarrete 
 Irene E. Ritsch 

 Dr. Barbara Rubino 
 Steve Sosnowski 

 Ronald F. Vasquez  
Cora Marie Zamora 

*Jerene Chiaro  

Fotine O’Connor 

     Aaron Lohr   
Fotine O’Connor                

Fotine O’Connor 

  Art & Jane  
Donovan 

*Toby Horn  *Martha Galaif 

Dr. Nancy Warner 

An envelope is enclosed for 
your convenience if you would 

like to donate to CARES. 

   Ryan Burdette 
Mary J. Matthews 

Dr. Richard E.  
Anderson 

Dr. Charles Dey 

Florence Mestman 

Dr. James Sarn 

$600  Vicki Carlson,  
$600  Joe Keys 
$517  Jena Ellis, Rehab/Audiology 
$500  Inez Beckon-English  
$500  Agnes Chaney  
$500  Sally Goldstein  
$500  Shyrell Hopwood  Carol Salminen 
$500  Consuelo Martinez    
 

$500  Mary Nelson 
$500   Dr. Janet Pine  Dr. Marcia Goin                    

$500  Dr. & Mrs. Robert Stanton 
$500  Town & Gown of USC 
$500  Dr. Linda Vachon 

Fotine O’Connor 

 Aida Duate & Drs. Tom Berne,  
John Leedom & Bruce Zawacki 

Dr. Paul Brenner  
Fotine O’Connor                

                                 Francisco  
Martinez & Yvonne Marie Diaz 

Jane Donovan 

A heart       indicates donations made “in memory 
of.” An * indicates donations make “in honor of.” 

Fotine O’Connor 
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In Memoriam  

Paul Brenner, MD 
Vice Chair, Department of OBGYN & Director of  

LAC+USC Human Research Committee  
 

L. Julian Haywood, MD 
Namesake for the LAC+USC Coronary Care Unit 

 

Fotine D. O’Connor, RN 
Director of LAC+USC Nursing Services & Education 

 

Nancy E. Warner, MD 
The First CARES Woman in Medicine, 1976 

Nancy E. Warner, MD 
 1923-2020 

“A Pioneer for Women in 
Academic Medicine,” was 
the first woman chair of the 
USC School of Medicine as 
well as the first woman chair 
of a pathology department in 
a co-educational institution 
in the United States. She 
was a passionate supporter 
of women medical students, 
fellows and faculty. She can 
be viewed in the USC 
Living History Project (just 
enter this in your browser). 

L. Julian Haywood, MD 
“Dr. Haywood was a pillar of 
our community and also in the 
field of cardiology, a tireless 
advocate for our patients….a 
truly wonderful human being, a 
friend and the very essence of a 
gentleman.” Dr. David Laughrun, 
Chief of Cardiology, & Dr. Brad 
Spellberg, Chief Medical Officer 
Founder and Director, Coronary 
Care Unit, Outpatient Follow-
up Clinic, and Comprehensive 
Sickle Cell Center, he also  
spread his kindness to CARES 
through his donations. 

Fotine Drulias 
O’Connor, RN 

1930-2020 

As the Director of 
Nursing Services & 
Education, she took 
on management of 
the School of 
Nursing, Women's 
Hospital, Pediatric 
Pavilion, Psychiatric 

Hospital, Medical Surgical Services, and 
the Operating Room.  She served on the 
CARES Advisory Council, and never missed 
a CARES Annual Meeting in order to help 
honor the CARES Nurses of the Year. 

 


