
 

 

      Dr. Alexandra Levine graduated from the USC/Keck School 
of Medicine.  She did her internship and residency in Internal 
Medicine and fellowship in Hematology at LAC+USC Medical 
Center.  She spent over 45 years as a physician in leadership 
positions, as Chief of Hematology at USC, as the Medical Director of 
USC/Norris Cancer Hospital for its first 20 years, and for the last 10 
years, as Chief Medical Officer at City of Hope.  Along the way, she 
was asked by President Clinton to serve on his Presidential Advisory 
Council on HIV/AIDS where she was chosen Chair of the Research 
Committee.  She did extensive research in both HIV/AIDS, and in the 
field of cancers of the blood system, publishing over 350 articles in the 
peer reviewed literature.  She speaks nationally and internationally on 
topics as diverse as the immunotherapy of cancer, and the 
importance of emotional caring as part of 
any therapeutic regimen.  CARES is very 
honored to welcome Dr. Levine back to 
LAC+USC and to the podium.   
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Dear CARES 
   members, 
  

     On behalf of the CARES Board 
of Directors and the LAC+USC 
Medical Center patients whom we 
serve, it is my pleasure to extend  
my most sincere appreciation for 
your ongoing support.  CARES 
provides many important services, 
helping to improve our patients’ 
experience during difficult illness, 
while also continuing to help them in 
accessing the healthcare that they 
need.  We applaud each and every 
one of you, and thank you for your 
continued willingness to help others 
in need. 
     We are pleased to announce a 
new Board Member for CARES, 

Dr. Alexandra Levine, who has 
been a long time friend of 
LAC+USC.  She started out as a 
Candy Striper at LAC+USC before 
she embarked on an illustrious 
career in medicine.  When calling to 
reconfirm her desire to become 
active in CARES once again, she 
said “I love it at LAC+USC. I love 
what we do. I love the patients we 
serve, and I love CARES.  I want 
to come back!”   I am pleased to 
announce that Dr. Levine will be our 
speaker at the CARES Annual 
Meeting on April 25th (see 
details    ).   We hope you will be 
able to attend this presentation by a 
knowledgeable and compassionate 
physician. 
     

     Best wishes,    
   

Dr. Alexandra Levine will be the Keynote 
Speaker for the CARES Annual Meeting 

Mindy Halls  President 

     The CARES Annual Valentine Mail Appeal features amazing 

LAC+USC staff who testify to the positive impact that CARES         

           programs have on their patients.  CARES met 

   Dr. L. Julian Haywood  in the LAC+USC 

    Outpatient  Cardiology Clinic and saw first 

             hand how patients and young doctors benefit   

        from his experience.  The LAC+USC Coronary 

Care Unit  was renamed after him as recognition for his more than 

60 years of service to patients, medical students and cardiology 

fellows.  He is highly regarded for his research into the racial 

disparities in cardiovascular disease and medicine.  His generosity 

toward his patients has been extended to CARES.  We hope his 

caring will inspire others to give from their “hearts” in honor of 

Valentine’s Day.                           

 

 CARES Website:  lacusccares.org 

CARES Annual Meeting and  
Awards Luncheon 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 
The Valley Hunt Club 

520 S. Orange Grove Blvd., Pasadena 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Speaker:  Alexandra Levine, M.D. 
“Back to the Future:  The Power of the Art of Medicine” 
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“Young Marines” assist CARES with Holiday Giving 

     CARES partnered with the 
National Charity League of San 
Marino, USC Town & Gown, 
and many other individuals from 
the community who worked 
together to create a season of 
giving for many of the patients 
who come to the LAC+USC 
Medical Center for care. These 
families have many things in 
common: All the families have 
children; at least one of the family 
members is suffering from an 
illness or injury that has impacted 
their ability to provide adequately 
for their family’s needs; they have 
no resources to provide gifts to 
their children for the holidays; and 

all of them need to know that 
others care about them during 
this difficult time in their lives. 

     Many wonderful   donors 
reached deep into their pockets to 
donate specifically for the gifts 
and food cards, and others 
volunteered to coordinate and 
work to dispatch the gifts to the 
families. This collective effort 
made a tremendous difference. 
1336 children received a bag of 
treasured gifts and all the parents 
in these 462 families had a 
genuine morale boost because of 
their children’s added happiness.  
This program is an inspiration to 
all involved! 

 

CARES is honored to be the moving force behind the Holiday Giving Program. 

  Thanks to you all for providing a personalized sharing of the  

 December Holidays with so many patients’ families. 

      CARES has developed so many wonderful 
partnerships with LAC+USC Medical Center staff.   

Martha Navarro, RN, is one of those partners.  
Martha is the Nurse Manager for the Surgical 
Intensive Care Unit 5A. CARES has found her to be a 
dedicated staffer who always goes that extra mile for 
the patients. Like many of CARES partners, she has 
extended that willingness to help patients by involving 
her son, thus making it a family activity. Martha’s son 

Anthony, member of the Southland 
Young Marines, came with his group to 
assist with the CARES Holiday Giving 
Program.  
     The Young Marines program focuses 
on character building and leadership and 
promotes a healthy lifestyle that is 
conducive to being productive members of society. 
Their mission is to positively impact America's future 

by providing quality 
youth development 
programs for boys and 
girls that nurture and 
encourage their members 
to become responsible 
citizens.  
     The Young Marines 
were so willing to give of 
their time and energy.  
CARES and the patients 
were very grateful for their 
help. Thanks to Martha 
for sharing her family and 
friends to enhance the 
holidays for the patients 
and their families.       Martha Navarro, RN 

  NCL volunteers spreading joy! 



 

 

Florence Florence   All this  
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 Alesafar Sogol 
Laurel Lee Anderson 
Maria B. Appleman, Ph.D. 
Michael Aten 
Gwen & Guilford Babcock 
Elizabeth Baca 
Douglas & Sandra Bagley 
Ahmet Baydur, M.D. 
Inez Beckon-English 
Paul Beigelman, M.D. 
Elizabeth Benjamin, M.D. 
Cynthia Berne 
Yvonne Biller 
 

Mary E. Blair 
Bonnie Borchardt 
Mary Brow 
Janet Brownell & Lance Evans 
Marjorie Camusi 
Linda Cantwell 
Vicki Carlson 
Joel & Nancy Castillo     
Kenneth & Linda Chan 
Mei Chan 
Dr. & Mrs. Stebbins Chandor 
Agnes Chaney 
Shi Chen 
Greg Cherny 
Teague Clement 
Lynn Van Dam Cooper  
Julius Costescu 
Doris Wong DeHart 
Synitta Delano 
Margie Dolinski 
Dolores Donati 
Arthur Donovan, M.D.  
John & Colleen Donovan 
Elaine Elizalde 
R.D. & Nancy Esbenshade 
Emma Farmer, RN   
Don& Jackie Feinstein 
Martha A. Galaif 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Giannotta 
Donna & Spencer Gilbert 
Gary Goldberg   
Darren Graves 
Fidelia Gutierrez 
John & Teresa Guzman 
Jason Haim 
Mindy & Jim Halls 
 

Meg Hamabe 
Derek Hamilton 
Margaret Hatfield 

Ann C. Hayman  
L. Julian Haywood, M.D. 
Judith Henderson  
Cynthia Hibbard 
David & Lucy Hickey 
Harriette E. Hirsch 
Nina Hoa Lee   
Dr. Kaaren Hoffman 
 

Ofelia Holguin 
 

Toby M. Horn 
 

Gloria Howard 
Chi-en Hsieh 
Dr. Robert Israel 
Karen Jarnagin 
Mrs. Joseph Johnson 
Meade B. Johnson, M.D. 
Mireya Jones 
Georgina Joya 
Ralph Jung 
Jerome & Rochelle Kaplan 
Margaret V. Kaufman 
Harvey Kern 
Dr. Rodanthi Kitridou 
Maryann Kristan 
Edna La Briola 
Drs. Cathy & Michael Lai 
Elaine Lee 
Dr. Jeffrey Lee  
Corinne & Arnold Lieberman 
Boon Lim 
Ruth Lishan 
Kathleen S. Lohr 
Olivia Lubensky   
Barry Lundy 
Sheila Ann Lynn 
Richard F. Martin 
Linda Massey 
Weta & Allen Mathies 
Stephen Matthews 
C. J. McDermott 
Sarah McKinney 
Carol Meyer 
Felipe de Mier 
Mildred Milgrom, M.D. 

Miroslav Minkov 
Elsa & Efrain Munoz 
Paul Murdoch 
Susie Nakao, R.N. 
Janice Nelson, M.D. 
Joanne Nichols  
Barbara Oliver  

Thomas Moore 
Elizabeth Moseley 
Richard Oom 
Hon. Ronald Ohata 
Pansky Markle Ham LLP 
Charles Patterson, M.D. 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Patzakis 
Dr. Janet H. Pine  
Roslyn Portnoy 
Aleksandra Prazic 
Linda & Wing Quon 
Lois Ramer 
Kathryn Ramirez 
Christine Rufolo 
David Runke 
Ramzi Sacre 
Tsutomu Sakanaka 
Katherine Sargent 
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Sasaki 
Kathy Shibata 
Dr. Howard Silberman 
Rary Simmons 
Edward Smith 
Emily Smith 
Sheridan Smith 
Robin & Benjamin Stafford 
Robert E. Stanton 
Susan & Clive Taylor 
Annie T. Ternate 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tranquada 
Bette Treiman 
Anita L. Tsuji 
Arvid Underman, M.D. 
Dr. Linda Vachon 
Yen Vo 
Ruberta Weaver 
Elizabeth Woodard 
Chiuying & Paul Wu 
Mary Yep Brown 
Sina & Daniel Yerushalmi 
Norma Zagorsky 
Gloria Zappaterreno, Ph.D. 
Stephanie Zill 
 

   

      
  
               
  
  

               

An envelope is enclosed for your convenience to continue 
the “Magic” by the generosity of your donation to CARES. 

Thank You! 

Sol Bernstein, MD 

Jane Donovan 

       “You Made the Magic!”  
Heartfelt thanks to the following generous 

supporters who have donated between  
9/6/17 and 2/13/17: 

Aida Duarte 

Carolyn Moore, RN 

Joanne Moore 
 

  Special Recognition 

$50,000:  Anonymous LAC+USC Physician 

  $2,525:  Georgia Ford with Perkins Eastman, 

                       Architects for LAC+USC 

  $2,500:  Dr. Alexandra Levine 

    The Morrison & Foerster Foundation 

  $2,002:  Susan Currin *Isabel Milan, RN, for  

                                      LAC+USC Nursing  

                                        *James Buxbaum, M.D., GI Dept. 

  $2,000:  Sue & Jim Femino 

    Self Realization Fellowship  

Marsha Kemec 

Helen Rufolo Daniel Mishell, MD 
Val Davajan, MD 

*Sara Hirsch Rice 

Franz Bauer, M.D. 

Helen Rufolo   

Dr. Richard E.  
Anderson 

*Nancy Castillo 

 Cedric Chaney 

Liddy Dye 

*Margie Dolinski  

Hanna & Gerald O. Hayman 

Dr. Brian Henderson 

Bobbie Gavigan 
Betty Ann Hibbard 

Aaron Lohr 

Dolores Rodrigues 

Dr. Bernard Portnoy 
Anita Leedom 

*Dr. Michael Oom 

Dr. Tom Berne 

Anita Leedom 
   

    Louise Ball 

Dr. Tom Berne 

This heart 
next to donor  
indicates donations 
made in memory of 
special persons.  An * 
indicates donations  
made “in honor of.” 

 CARES Music                              
Program  

  Holiday Giving 

     Patient Crises Fund 

*Weta & Allen Mathies  

Dr. Tom Berne 

*Weta & Allen Mathies  

Liddy Dye 

Dr. Tom Berne 

*Caruso Family 

Leonard B.  

Kaufman, MD 

Dr. Tom Berne 

Dr. Tom Berne 

Jane Donovan 

Dr. Tom Berne 

John &  
Anita Leedom Dr. Tom Berne 

*Marcia Goin, MD 

Dr. Tom Berne 

*Felipe 

 

Lenny 

Dr. Tom Berne 

*Kuni Higaki  

Jeffrey DeHart 

Dr. Tom Berne 



 

 

 

                     “When I think of 
Dr. Berne, I have this vision 
of drops in a pond and the 
ripples that go out from that 
because those that he 
touched have done amazing 
things and are helping 
people and are changing 
medicine…. So those ripples 
go on forever and they’re far
-reaching, not only in this 
country but truly around the 
world.” Dr. Nathalie Johnson  

     Dr. Thomas Berne dedicated his life to surgery: 
teaching, patient care, and research.  A graduate of USC 
Medical School in 1960, he completed his surgical 
residency at the now LAC+USC Medical Center.  After 
serving as a Fellow in renal transplantation at Guys 
Hospital in London, he established a renal transplant 
program and performed the first kidney transplant 
operation at LAC+USC, and was also instrumental in 
establishing the Level 1 Trauma Center here at the 
Medical Center.   Through his mentorship, he has 
inspired doctors now working throughout the world. 

   

    Happily married to his wife Cynthia for 60 years, they 
met in high school and he proposed on the bank of the 
Seine in Paris.  Tom (W6TAG), a ham radio operator 
from his teens, combined this passion with his concern 
for public health and safety to coordinate disaster 
preparedness activities in Silver Lake and Royal Oaks.  
An expert on “Historic General Hospital,” Dr. Berne 
toured memorable areas of the building with Huell 
Howser of KCET.  The DVD is still on sale in the CARES 
Gift Shop (Title:  #1705 County USC Medical Center).  
     He and Cynthia, CARES’ dedicated Vice-President of 
Fund Raising who has volunteered her time to CARES for 
over 20 years, loved spending time with their children 
and grandchildren, scuba diving, skiing and cheering for 
USC football.   
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY/USC 
MEDICAL CENTER AUXILIARY 

1200 N. State St., Room 1900 
Los Angeles, California 90033 

In Memoriam:  Thomas Van Cleave Berne, M.D.  

              In Memoriam  
 

        Jeffrey DeHart 

         Ruth F. Klein 

          Douglas & Nancy Smiley 

          Leta Reynolds Warmington 


